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I. Demagogues in the Hellenistic Sources 
 
1. Hegesander of Delphi ap. Athen. 6.160f:  
 
οἱ δὲ δηµαγωγοῦντες, φησίν, Ἀθήνησι κατὰ τὸν Χρεµωνίδειον πόλεµον κολακεύοντες τοὺς 
Ἀθηναίους τἄλλα µὲν ἔφασκον πάντα εἶναι κοινὰ τῶν Ἑλλήνων, τὴν δ’ ἐπὶ τὸν οὐρανὸν 
ἀνθρώπους φέρουσαν ὁδὸν Ἀθηναίους εἰδέναι µόνους. 
 
2. Plut. Pyrrh. 13.2:  
 
οἱ δὲ µήτε φέρειν τὸν πόλεµον δυνάµενοι µήτε θέσθαι θρασύτητι καὶ µοχθηρίᾳ δηµαγωγῶν, 
ἐβουλεύοντο ποιεῖσθαι Πύρρον ἡγεµόνα καὶ καλεῖν ἐπὶ τὸν πόλεµον, ὡς σχολὴν ἄγοντα 
πλείστην τῶν βασιλέων καὶ στρατηγὸν ὄντα δεινότατον. 
 
3. Plb. 15.21.1-2: 
 
Ὅτι Μολπαγόρας τις ἦν παρὰ τοῖς Κιανοῖς, ἀνὴρ καὶ λέγειν καὶ πράττειν ἱκανός, κατὰ δὲ τὴν  
αἵρεσιν δηµαγωγικὸς καὶ πλεονέκτης. ὃς πρὸς χάριν ὁµιλῶν τῷ πλήθει καὶ τοὺς εὐκαιροῦντας 
τοῖς βίοις ὑποβάλλων τοῖς ὄχλοις, καὶ τινὰς µὲν εἰς τέλος ἀναιρῶν, τινὰς δὲ φυγαδεύων καὶ τὰς 
οὐσίας τὰς τούτων δηµεύων καὶ διαδιδοὺς τοῖς πολλοῖς, ταχέως τῷ τοιούτῳ τρόπῳ 
περιεποιήσατο µοναρχικὴν ἐξουσίαν. 
 
38.11.11: 
 
λοιπὸν ἐκ τῆς τοιαύτης δηµαγωγίας [sc. of Critolaus and company] πᾶν τὸ λεγόµενον ὑπ’ αὐτοῦ 
πιστὸν ἐγίνετο, καὶ πρὸς πᾶν τὸ παραγγελλόµενον ἕτοιµον ἦν τὸ πλῆθος, περὶ µὲν τοῦ µέλλοντος 
ἀδυνατοῦν προνοεῖσθαι. τῇ δὲ παρ’ αὐτὰ χάριτι καὶ ῥᾳστώνῃ δελεαζόµενον.    
 
4. Diod. Sic. 20.79.3: 
 
εἰ κατέλθοι δ’ εἰς τὰς Συρακούσσας, πάντως ἀναγκαῖον ἂν ἦν ἰδιώτην ὑπάρχειν καὶ ἕνα τῶν 
πολλῶν ἀριθµεῖσθαι, τῆς αὐτονοµίας ἀγαπώσης τὴν ἰσότητα, ἔν τε ταῖς χειροτονίαις ὑπὸ τοῦ 
τυχόντος δηµαγωγοῦ παρευηµερεῖσθαι, τοῦ πλήθους ἀντικειµένου ταῖς ὑπεροχαῖς τῶν ἀνδρῶν 
τῶν ἀγόντων παρρησίαν. 
 
II. Early meaning of “dêmagôgia” 
 
5. Ar. Eq. 191-3: 
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ἡ δηµαγωγία γὰρ οὐ πρὸς µουσικοῦ / ἔτ’ ἐστὶν ἀνδρὸς οὐδὲ χρηστοῦ τοὺς τρόπους, / ἀλλ’ εἰς 
ἀµαθῆ καὶ βδελυρόν 
 
6. Thuc. 8.65.2:  
 
καὶ γὰρ Ἀνδροκλέα τέ τινα τοῦ δήµου µάλιστα προεστῶτα ξυστάντες τινὲς τῶν νεωτέρων κρύφα 
ἀποκτείνουσιν, ὅσπερ καὶ τὸν Ἀλκιβιάδην οὐχ ἥκιστα ἐξήλασε, καὶ αὐτὸν κατ’ ἀµφότερα, τῆς τε 
δηµαγωγίας ἕνεκα καὶ οἰόµενοι τῷ Ἀλκιβιάδῃ ὡς κατιόντι καὶ τὸν Τισσαφέρνην φίλον ποιήσοντι 
χαριεῖσθαι, µᾶλλόν τι διέφθειραν. 
 
7. Xen. Anab. 7.6.4: 
 
ἐρωτώντων δὲ τῶν Λακεδαιµονίων τίς ἀνὴρ εἴη Ξενοφῶν ἀπεκρίνατο ὅτι τὰ µὲν ἄλλα εἴη οὐ 
κακός, φιλοστρατιώτης δέ· καὶ διὰ τοῦτο χεῖρόν ἐστιν αὐτῷ. καὶ οἳ εἶπον· Ἀλλ’ ἦ δηµαγωγεῖ ὁ 
ἀνὴρ τοὺς ἄνδρας; καὶ ὁ Ἡρακλείδης, Πάνυ µὲν οὖν, ἔφη. 
 
III. Stratocles as “demagogue” 
 
8. Plut. Demetr. 24.10 = Demochares BNJ 75 T7:  
 
εἰπόντος δέ τινος τῶν καλῶν κἀγαθῶν µαίνεσθαι τὸν Στρατοκλέα τοιαῦτα γράφοντα, Δηµοχάρης 
ὁ Λευκονοεὺς ‘µαίνοιτο µέντἂν’ εἶπεν ‘εἰ µὴ µαίνοιτο’. On demagogic mania cf. [Xen.] Ath. Pol. 
1.9; Thuc. 4.39.3; Plb. 38.11.7; Artem. 3.42.  
 
IV. Church fathers on demagogues 
 
9. Gregory of Nazianzus Ep. 178.7 (cf. Ar. Eq. 218): 
 
Ἀλλ’ οὐδὲ φωνὴ µιαρά σοι, οὐδὲ γέγονας κακός, οὐδὲ ἀγοραῖος εἶ, οὐδέ τι τῶν τοιούτων ἔχεις, 
ἵν’ εἴπω συντόµως, οἷς πλάττει τὸν Ἀγοράκριτον εἰς δηµαγωγίαν Ἀριστοφάνης.  
 
V. The ubiquity of “demagogues” until the late fourth century 
 
10. [Arist.] Ath. Pol. 28.4: ἀπὸ δὲ Κλεοφῶντος ἤδη διεδέχοντο συνεχῶς τὴν δηµαγωγίαν οἱ 
µάλιστα βουλόµενοι θρασύνεσθαι καὶ χαρίζεσθαι τοῖς πολλοῖς πρὸς τὸ παραυτίκα βλέποντες. 
 
VI. Plutarch on demagoguery in Praecepta Gerendae Reipublicae  
 
11. Plut. Mor. 813e-14c (trans. Fowler):  
 
arrange your cloak more carefully and from 
the office of the generals keep your eyes 
upon the orators’ platform, and not have 
great pride of confidence in your crown, 
since you see the boots of Roman soldiers 
just above your head 

εὐσταλεστέραν δεῖ τὴν χλαµύδα ποιεῖν, καὶ 
βλέπειν ἀπὸ τοῦ στρατηγίου πρὸς τὸ βῆµα, 
καὶ τῷ στεφάνῳ µὴ πολὺ φρονεῖν µηδὲ 
πιστεύειν, ὁρῶντα τοὺς καλτίους ἐπάνω τῆς 
κεφαλῆς· 
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No, you should imitate the actors who, while 
putting into the performance their own 
passion, character, and reputation, yet listen 
to the prompter and do not go beyond the 
degree of liberty in rhythms and metres 
permitted by those in authority over them. 
For to fail in one’s part in public life brings 
not mere hissing or catcalls or stamping of 
feet, but many have experienced ‘the dread 
chastiser, axes that cleaves the neck,’ as did 
your countryman Pardalas and his followers 
when they forgot their proper limitations… 
 
 

ἀλλὰ µιµεῖσθαι τοὺς ὑποκριτάς, πάθος µὲν 
ἴδιον καὶ ἦθος καὶ ἀξίωµα τῷ ἀγῶνι 
προστιθέντας, τοῦ δ’ ὑποβολέως ἀκούοντας 
καὶ µὴ παρεκβαίνοντας τοὺς ῥυθµοὺς καὶ τὰ 
µέτρα τῆς διδοµένης ἐξουσίας ὑπὸ τῶν 
κρατούντων. ἡ γὰρ ἔκπτωσις οὐ φέρει 
συριγµὸν οὐδὲ χλευασµὸν οὐδὲ κλωγµόν, 
ἀλλὰ πολλοῖς µὲν ἐπέβη 
  
δεινὸς κολαστὴς πέλεκυς αὐχένος τοµεύς,      
  
ὡς τοῖς περὶ Παρδάλαν τὸν ὑµέτερον 
ἐκλαθοµένοις τῶν ὅρων 

 
The officials in the cities, when they 
foolishly urge the people to imitate the 
deeds, ideals, and actions of their ancestors, 
however unsuitable they may be for the 
present times and conditions, stir up the 
common folk and, though what they do is 
laughable, what is done to them is no 
laughing matter 

οἱ δ’ ἄρχοντες ἐν ταῖς πόλεσιν ἀνοήτως τὰ 
τῶν προγόνων ἔργα καὶ φρονήµατα καὶ 
πράξεις ἀσυµµέτρους τοῖς παροῦσι καιροῖς 
καὶ πράγµασιν οὔσας µιµεῖσθαι κελεύοντες 
ἐξαίρουσι τὰ πλήθη, γέλωτά τε ποιοῦντες 
οὐκέτι γέλωτος ἄξια πάσχουσιν, ἂν µὴ πάνυ 
καταφρονηθῶσι.  

 
But Marathon, the Eurymedon, Plataea, and 
all the other examples which make the 
common folk vainly to swell with pride and 
kick up their heels, should be left to the 
schools of the sophists. 
 

τὸν δὲ Μαραθῶνα καὶ τὸν Εὐρυµέδοντα καὶ 
τὰς Πλαταιάς, καὶ ὅσα τῶν παραδειγµάτων 
οἰδεῖν ποιεῖ καὶ φρυάττεσθαι διακενῆς τοὺς 
πολλούς, ἀπολιπόντας ἐν ταῖς σχολαῖς τῶν 
σοφιστῶν. 

VII. Rhodian Resistance to Cassius  
 
12. App. BC 4.9.66: 
 
Of the Rhodians, those who were more 
reputable were afraid, since they were about 
to come into conflict with Romans, but the 
people had an arrogant attitude, since they 
remembered ancient deeds against men of a 
very different sort. 

Ῥοδίων δὲ οἱ µὲν ἐν λόγῳ µᾶλλον ὄντες 
ἐδεδοίκεσαν Ῥωµαίοις µέλλοντες ἐς χεῖρας 
ἰέναι, ὁ δὲ λεὼς ἐµεγαλοφρονεῖτο, ἐπεί οἱ 
καὶ παλαιῶν ἔργων πρὸς οὐχ ὁµοίους 
ἄνδρας ἐµνηµόνευον. 

 
Cf. Athenian examples, Classical through early Hellenistic: 
 
13. [Xen.] Ath. Pol. 1.5: ἐν γὰρ τοῖς βελτίστοις ἔνι ἀκολασία τε ὀλιγίστη καὶ ἀδικία, ἀκρίβεια δὲ 
πλείστη εἰς τὰ χρηστά, ἐν δὲ τῷ δήµῳ ἀµαθία τε πλείστη καὶ ἀταξία καὶ πονηρία 
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14. Hell. Oxy. 9.3, 10.2 Chambers: 
 
τῶν δὲ Ἀθηναίων οἱ µὲν ἐπ<ι>εικεῖς καὶ τὰς οὐσίας ἔχοντες ἔστεργον τὰ παρόντα, οἱ δὲ πολλοὶ 
καὶ δηµοτικοὶ τότε µὲν φοβηθέντες ἐπείσθησαν τοῖς συµβουλεύουσι… [ο]ἱ δ’ [ἐ]ν ταῖς Ἀθήναις 
ἐπιθυµοῦντες ἀπαλλάξαι τ[οὺ]ς Ἀθηνα[ί]ους τῆς ἡσυχίας καὶ τῆς εἰρήνης καὶ [πρ]οαγαγεῖν ἐπὶ τὸ 
πολεµεῖν καὶ π[ολ]υπρα[γ]µονεῖν 
 
15. Diod. Sic. 18.10.1: 
 
ὁ δὲ δῆµος τῶν Ἀθηναίων, τῶν µὲν κτηµατικῶν συµβουλευόντων τὴν ἡσυχίαν ἄγειν, τῶν δὲ 
δηµοκόπων ἀνασειόντων τὰ πλήθη καὶ παρακαλούντων ἐρρωµένως ἔχεσθαι τοῦ πολέµου… 
 
16. Appian, cont.: 
 
the right-thinking Rhodians became even 
more afraid, but Alexandros and Mnaseas 
played the demagogue to the masses, 
reminding them that Mithridates had sailed 
against Rhodes with a greater number of 
ships, as well as Demetrius on an occasion 
earlier still than Mithridates. 

οἱ εὖ φρονοῦντες Ῥοδίων µᾶλλον 
ἐδεδοίκεσαν· τὸ δὲ πλῆθος ἐδηµαγώγουν 
Ἀλέξανδρός τε καὶ Μνασέας 
ἀναµιµνήσκοντες, ὅτι καὶ Μιθριδάτης 
πλέοσι ναυσὶν ἐπιπλεύσειε τῇ Ῥόδῳ καὶ 
Δηµήτριος ἔτι πρὸ τοῦ Μιθριδάτου.  

 
VIII. Monuments and honors for “good men” in Hellenistic Rhodes 
 
17. Diod. Sic. 20.84.3:  
 
ἔγραψαν δὲ καὶ τῶν τελευτησάντων ἐν τῷ πολέµῳ τὰ µὲν σώµατα δηµοσίᾳ θάπτεσθαι, τοὺς δὲ 
γονεῖς καὶ παῖδας τρέφεσθαι λαµβάνοντας τὴν χορηγίαν ἀπὸ τοῦ κοινοῦ ταµιείου, καὶ τὰς µὲν 
παρθένους δηµοσίᾳ προικίζεσθαι, τοὺς δ’ υἱοὺς ἐν ἡλικίᾳ γενοµένους ἐν τῷ θεάτρῳ στεφανῶσαι 
τοῖς Διονυσίοις πανοπλίᾳ. 
 
18. [Arist.] Rhetoric to Alexander 2.17: 
 
χρὴ δὲ τοῖς ἐν τῷ πολέµῳ τελευτήσασιν εἰς ταφὴν δηµόσιον χωρίον ἐν καλῷ πρὸ τῆς πόλεως 
ἀφωρίσθαι καὶ τοῖς παισὶν αὐτῶν ἕως ἥβης δηµοσίαν τροφὴν δίδοσθαι. 
 
19. V. Kontorini, BCH 136-37 (2012-2013), 339-61 no. 1: 
 
Ὁ δᾶµος ἐτίµασε Ἀστυάνακτα 
 Ἀστυµήδευς Πεδιῆ εἰκόνι χαλκέαι 
 ὅτι στραταγήσας κατὰ πόλεµον 
4 ἀγωνιζόµενος ὑπὲρ τοῦ δάµου καὶ 
 ἀνὴρ ἀγαθὸς γενόµενος ἐν τῶι 
 πολέµωι ἐτελεύτασε 
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